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discrepancy of use and wont in respect of this consumption
of time and substance, and of the attendant details of man-
ner and breeding, is considerable and consistent, and runs
between culturally distinct communities, the outcome is a
state of aliency between the two, which may on slight provo-
cation rise to the pitch of manslaughter and seek relief in
international hostilities. It is on this sentimental ground
of offended and offensive conventionalities that patriotic
animosities commonly rest. The most capable dynastic
statesmen and the shrewdest strategists of commercial pa-
triotism would be helpless to bring about a state of inter-
national manslaughter among civilised men except for the
quasi-moral animosity that arises out of such discrepancies
of "culture."
Now, it happens that this growth of use and wont in
respect of what is apprehended to be decent and commenda-
ble in the consumption of time and goods, and in the de-
meanor and observances duly to be included in the ritual
of such consumption, has in the British community, and
even in the English-speaking communities at large, in mod-
ern times, run to a visibly different effect from the con-
temporary outcome in this respect among the Continental
peoples j and especially different from what has been
worked out among the German peoples, who have in this
particular as in so much else retained more of the conven-
tional virtues inculcated by a more archaic phase of ma-
terial civilisation. Hence a discrepancy in "culture" that
has become irreconcilable.
But what is of more immediate interest here is the bear-
ing of this growth of consumptive use and wont on the net